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ISA AND THE REST OF THE WORLD1

Parti
by Niels Hvass

Our organization is international. In the 1970
yearbook, the year I joined as the first Scandina-
vian, the ISA had 1,808 members. Seven coun-
tries outside the USA and Canada were
represented with a total of 19 members.

Today, 1985, the grand total of members is
4,095. The number of foreign countries is 24 with
a total of 119 members. This is more than twice
as many countries and six times as many
members from countries outside the USA and
Canada within a period of 1 5 years.

This is very good, but the question is whether
these members abroad get a reasonable service
from their membership. From my point of view and
many others with an ability to read, speak, and
write English the answer is Yes. From a lot of
other members who are not so familiar with the
English language the answer is No.

The difference in language is the major problem.
Besides English we have ISA members who
speak German, French, Italian, Dutch, Por-
tuguese, Swedish, Danish, Spanish, Jewish,
Japanese, and Polish. We also must realize that
most of the members from the world outside North
America seldom or never come to the annual con-
ference. They are members because they are
tree people and want to receive the Journal of Ar-
boriculture.

The ISA must realize that for the $45 per year
which they pay as members they get 12 copies of
a magazine plus a yearbook. The Journal of Ar-
boriculture is a good magazine but here again you
must realize that some of the articles refer to sub-
jects of specific American interest and hardly have
any meaning in other countries. Let me, for in-
stance, mention the gypsy moth and how you fight
them. I never saw one before coming to the USA.

Another problem is financial. The U.S. dollar has
doubled its value within five years compared to
most other currencies. For some members it
means that they have to think twice before staying

as members or deciding to become members.
A European chapter of the ISA has been under

formation lately. The initiative has come from Ger-
many, and my co-speaker Phillip Dienst will bring
you more information about this. The reason why
the idea of a European chapter started in Germany
is basically the demand for information about up-
to-date tree care.

A younger generation of tree people is now
beginning to understand that the traditional tree
surgery with cavity work, etc. is not as good for
the trees as their elder fellows believe. Some of
them have heard about the outstanding research
done by Dr.jShigo, Dr. Shortle, and others, telling
that the tree has a defense system that should be
understood and respected before and when tree
care is done. Very little has been written in the
German language about this subject. Reading the
Journal of Arboriculture is the best way to get the
information, but it is difficult to understand the text
if you are not in constant contact with the English
language.

The title of this speech is: ISA and the rest of
the world. This is an exaggeration as I do not know
the rest of the world. However, it is a fact that in-
terest for the environment is increasing almost
everywhere. There is more money being spent on
state budgets for fighting acid rain, forest death,
and growing deserts than ever before. Among
local authorities it has become quite clear that
street trees do not grow at will, and that it needs a
lot of skill to maintain a green city.

The need for know-how about trees is great all
over the world, and people who want to be profes-
sional seek membership in organizations with
good informative magazines. The Arboricultural
Association in England has reached 1,072
members with a fast rate of growth for the last
couple of years. In Holland the new similar
organization, KPG, has reached 150 members. I
have no knowledge of other national arboricultural

1. Presented at the annual conference of the International Society of Arboriculture in Milwaukee in August 1985.
in August 1985.
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associations. There is much work left for the ISA.
It is difficult right now to give advice to the

leaders of the ISA about how this international
organization can better serve their members out-
side the English-speaking countries. It is pre-
dictable that some present and future members
will ask for more than the Journal of Arboriculture
and the membership book. This could be done in
many ways and should be carefully discussed in
the near future. The ISA is well organized, and
with a comparatively small effort could make the
first letter " I " truly stand for international.

Managing Director
Scandinavian Instant Trees
Hellerup, Denmark

Part II

by Philipp G. Dienst

My intention is to bring to the group a report on
the situation for arboriculture in Germany. There
have been many new and exciting developments
in the past year.

The groups who have an interest in tree care
practices are presently landscapers, foresters, ur-
ban foresters, and consultants. The landscapers
wish to regulate all practices related to plants and
their maintenance. But they have not established
tree care as a special field, and they have no
specific education concerning tree care. Tree
care is not related to forestry in our country.
Presently there is a strong tradition of separation
of forestry practices and research and administra-
tion from urban tree care. Some cities have made
the effort to educate their tree care workers by
sending them to the special three-week training
sessions of the LVG in Heidelberg. Public opinion
is forcing them to improve the maintenance of the
trees in their care.

There are some agricultural and gardening con-
sultants who work with tree problems: sometimes
to the benefit or detriment of the trees. Of all
these groups, not one of them is working ex-
clusively in the area of tree care. Our new ISA
group wants to remedy this situation. Education

will be the key. Some other groups have at-
tempted to run seminars in tree surgery. In some
instances, they have been influenced by special
interests. These seminars are not accepted by the
government. The only government supported
special education over the last 10 years has been
offered by the LVG in Heidelberg, with whom we
are connected. They offer a special examination
and certification to be an Staatliche Gepruefter
Baumpfleger.

At the moment, the best public information
comes from the tree departments of some cities.
The government does not provide educational in-
formation on trees as you do, in cooperative ex-
tension programs. Some gardening journals report
from time to time on special interests. We are see-
ing more frequently articles on trees. One journal,
"Die Baumzeitung" with Dr. Bernatzky as Editor,
reported only about trees for many years;
however, within the last two years, the magazine
has been sold to the Scheidler Company.

In general, when people have problems with
their trees, they consult their local nurseryman,
landscaper, or fruit tree grower. These are not
always the best resources for up-to-date informa-
tion.

In Germany, tree care depends more and more
on public interest in the environment and nature.
Our people have a strong emotional connection to
the German forest. Forestry science has shown
them the increasing damage to forest trees. The
result is that the people also now worry more
about the proper care of trees along roadsides, in
gardens, and in parks. They demand better pro-
tection and maintenance of their trees. Unfor-
tunately, because of the low level of good informa-
tion, these demands are based mostly on emo-
tions.

The greatest pressure for proper tree care will
come from the public sector. The Green Party is a
political trend setter for environmental protection
and maintenance. Other political parties and their
government have started to follow their lead as
their popularity rises.

In our special field, we wish to create the de-
mand for high quality work. In this way, the green
industry can make the greatest profit—for the
trees, the customers, and the companies. All of
this depends on good education and on strong,
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accurate public information made available to the
broadest possible audience. The information
becomes more valuable as our arborists become
better educated and better prepared to maintain a
high level of awareness of advancing information
in their craft.

Immediately, we must raise our standards for
education. We must reach the many young people
who are well-trained in horticulture, and who are
looking to the tree business as an expanding in-
dustry. We are seeing many new, small com-
panies beginning to work in arboriculture. This is
good. But now we feel that our government
should require that only certified arborists may
practice. If we wish to get the right action from the
government we must have a strong organization to
speak in the interests of the trees.

Our young ISA members have formed a society
accepted by German law. We have begun to ad-
dress many of the problems of education and
regulation. We have successfully held a seminar
for tree care managers from 14 different coun-
tries. About 300 people attended. Another
seminar is being planned for 1987. We are sup-
porting the LVG in Heidelberg with equipment,
teachers, and members of the Board of Ex-
aminers. We arrange worker training seminars that

are accepted by the LVG as one of the qualifica-
tions for acceptance into their program. We teach
young gardeners tree care. We have organized a
10-day special information exhibit at a national
garden show. We have helped develop a unique
research program on soil problems for young,
newly planted trees, and soil improvements for
older trees.

The University of Mainz will perform the
research. The program is financed by the cities of
Mainz, Wiesbaden, Koeln, Frankfurt, Mannheim,
Ludwigshafen, Heidelberg, and others. Early
developmental work is funded at the 100 thou-
sand DM level, and over 10 years the expected
level of funding will be 2 million DM. We initiated
hearings on safety and ways to legalize climbing
with ropes. We have contacts with many arborists
all over Europe. For example, we are seeing much
activity and good work in the Netherlands and
Spain. We have accomplished many of our goals
and expect to continue growing and to be very ac-
tive in the future.

Chattenstrasse 41
6500 Mainz, West Germany

Abstract

COLLINS, WILLIAM H. 1985. Communities need to choose their diversified tree lists carefully. Am.
Nurseryman 161(12): 71-72.

Most people desire or need to diversify the trees growing in their communities. If these communities are
to be successful in diverging from their recommended-variety lists, they must rely on an ability to select
adaptable substitutes. The most basic consideration for a new candidate is that it is hardy for the area in
which it will be planted. A growth rate that is at least moderate and preferably vigorous is desirable. A close
third factor in importance is a concept described by such words as form, structure, shape, outline, con-
tour, silhouette, and configuration. The term "low maintenance" is used loosely to describe desirable
qualities of a species or selection. A fifth consideration is a tree's good and bad characteristics. There are,
of course, other considerations, but tree candidates should get "acceptable to good" ratings on all of
these five points.


