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strong herbicide such as Hyvar or Tandex may
be used to eliminate any large clumps of brush
and ideally, this line would be easily main-
tained.

In closing, I would like to say that we
chopped 1000 acres 5 years ago for less than
$18.00 per acre average. This compares to
$18.00 per acre for the cost of bush hogging for
a 3-year cycle, or $6.00 per acre per year. The
chopping has lasted 4 years at a cost of $4.50
per acre per year.

We have problems, but after chopping
approximately 1000 acres per year, we have 1)
eliminated some stems, 2) reduced the growth
rate, 3) stimulated grass growth, and 4) aided in
erosion control. We foresee that the future will
show further improvement over what we have
done in the past.

Forestry Division
Georgia Power Company
Columbus, Georgia

NOISE POLLUTION FROM CHIPPERS AND
CHAIN SAWS1

by Jack Brown

Noise, both in the environment and in the
workplace, has long been recognized as a major
health hazard, one that can impair not only a
person's hearing, but also his physical and
mental well-being.

Like air and water pollution, noise is often
associated with productive activity. The sounds
that offend may be those of transportation, of
construction, or of people making their living.
Noise, in fact, is one of the few hazards
common to almost all industries. What is indus-
trial noise to the operator of a bulldozer is
environmental noise to the person who lives
near the construction site. Noise pollution in
the community and noise creation on the job
site are undeniably linked. Noise is a problem
for society as a whole.

The world is getting noisier, not quieter, and
it will take the combined efforts of many
groups: employers, legislators, citizens, to re-
verse the trend.

The current Occupational Safety and Health
Administration standard is 90 dB as the maxi-

mum level for eight hours of noise exposure
each day. The OSHA standards should be
regarded as a guideline for the present.

Here is the claim of one chipper company. At
operating speed, the noise level of the chipper
will be less than 80 decibels at 50 feet. This level
will be slightly higher when cutting and will
depend on the material being chipped. The
same hold true on either the 12- or 16-inch
chippers.

I asked for information from other com-
panies, manufacturers of both chippers and
power saws, but they didn't want to give away
any trade secrets concerning noise levels of
their machines. Gentlemen, we have come a
long way from the hand saw and the cross-cut
saw, but it looks like we still have a long way to
go to bring the noise of chippers and chain saws
to levels acceptable to society.

Karl Kuemmerling Associates, Inc.
Massillon, Ohio

^Presented at the 50th International Shade Tree Conference in Atlanta, Georgia in August, 1974.


